Familial central neurofibromatosis.
The condition of central neurofibromatosis, while well documented in neurology literature, has tended to be amalgamated into acoustic neuromas associated with peripheral neurofibromatosis (or Recklinghausen's disease) in otolaryngology literature. The history of a unique family that has demonstrated four generations of bilateral acoustic neuromas has been outlined to show that central neurofibromatosis is a distinct entity related but not identical in clinical and biochemical aspects to Recklinghausen's disease. This article in intended to acquaint the otolaryngologist with the presentation and management of central neurofibromatosis.